
Welcome to the Summer/Autumn edition of 
SpeakOut. We hope everyone has seen at least a 
little bit of sun. Unfortunately it did not make an 
appearance at our Family Network Day this year, 
but the dazzling company made up for that! (see 
page 4) 
 

It’s a jam packed newsletter this time. Please help 
us keep it up by sending in your articles and news. 
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LOCAL GROUPS 
 

1Voice would like to develop a 
database of groups and 
support available for people in 
their local area. If you run or 
attend a group and would like 
more people to know about 
you, please get in touch.  
 

Your group could also reach 
other people by featuring in 
our newsletter. 
 

Please email info@1voice.info   
 

THAI ORPHANAGE 
- Kate McCallum 

 

Thailand's only orphanage for 
Children with Special 
Needs your help. 
 

They want the old equipment 
that has been cluttering up 
your shed and garage for 
years.  
 

Do you have an old 
wheelchair or seating that 
your child no longer fits in? 
Got old splints and footwear 
hidden under the bed? A slip 
mat, special cup or spoon 
hidden in the back of the 
cupboard? 
 

Recycle it!! New or old, 
broken of not, we will take it. 
We want any non-electrical 
SEN equipment you no 
longer use. If you're coming to 
Blackpool and are able to 
bring it with you an empty van 
will be awaiting all your old 
thing. If you not coming to 
Blackpool, panic not, email  
katemccallum@1voice.info 
and we can sort something 
out.  

RESEARCH 
 

Alexis Egerton an AAC User 
and a PhD student, is 
undertaking research in the 
Effectiveness of the Present 
Funding System for Electronic 
Communication Aids.  
 

He is looking for volunteers to 
answer a short questionnaire 
about how their 
communication aids were 
funded. 
 

Alexis would also like 
professionals to respond 
about how aids are funded.  
  

Please e-mail Alexis 
Alexis_Egerton@hotmail.com 
for the electronic version of 
the questionnaire. 
 

DEMAND  
(Design and Manufacture for 

Disability) 
-by Martin J Brown 

 
It gives me 
great 
pleasure  to 
say our 
charity has 

now operated its design and 
manufacturing facility serving 
Yorkshire & North of England for 
18 months. Along with our HQ in 
Watford this means DEMAND is 
both functioning as regional and 
national charity helping hundreds 
of individuals across the 
England, Scotland and Wales.       
 

As a charitable organisation  we 
exist to design and 
manufacture any equipment 
that helps improve quality of 

life for anyone who will 
benefit. In every case we aim 
to provide a shop bought 
quality product, free of 
charge.  
 

Demand is waiting to help 
by: 
· Designing and producing 

one off solutions to aid day 
to day living 

· Make equipment where no 
“off the shelf” solution exists 

· Assessing specific 
requirements in conjunction 
with carers, parents, 
Physios & OTs 

· Providing advice and 
assistance in locating 
equipment 

· Repairing and improving 
existing equipment 

 

Our services are free of 
charge If you think that 
someone you know, would 
benefit from this service, 
please contact DEMAND on 
01484 666261 or email 
demand.yorkshire@demand.o
rg.uk 
 

Please take a look at our 
website to see exactly what 
we do www.demand.org.uk 
 

For further information 
contact: 
Martin J Brown,  
General Manager 
Demand Yorkshire 
Onyx House 
303 Newmill Road 
Brockholes 
Holmfirth, HD9 7AL 
Tel 01484 666261 fax 666869 
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The Grapevine… 
Raising awareness, supporting each other and 
information about related organisations. 

The views expressed in articles in SpeakOut are not necessarily those of 1Voice. 1Voice cannot 
be help responsible for the content of any websites other than www.1voice.info 



Katie Caryer 
Congratulations go to Role 
Model Katie Caryer, who 
graduated from University 
this summer with a 2:1 in her 
BA Honours degree in 
Performing Arts in the 
Community. Katie says that 

her university experience was alright and 
that she is proud of her achievement. 

 

Matt Goodsell 
Congratulations to Matt who 
got a First class BA Honours 
in Film, TV and Culture  
Studies with Writing. Matt 
writes about his graduation: 

 

“Yesterday was probably one 
of the best of my life. What can I say about 
it? Yes, I can write here about what a long 
road its been, how my parents were once 
told that I'd never be able to do GCSEs, etc 
etc. I don't feel like writing that today though. 
I just want to record what a brilliant day (and 
night) it was. Question is, where to begin? 
 

It was a typical graduation: we got to 
Bridgewater Hall, picked up my robe and 
then went to have my photo taken. Problem 
is, I'm no good at photos - my head kept 
wobbling, and my hat kept falling off. 
Fortunately, the photographer was very 
patient, and we eventually got a pretty good 
photo. After that, however, we decided not to 
bother with the hat. 
 

It was my father, who pushed me onto the 
stage. I was in my manual chair. As usual, 
friends cheered each time a name was 
announced, which was great fun, but, for 
some reason, when my name was called, 
there was a louder roar then usual. The 
dean also spoke to me longer. Don't know 
why… 
 

After the ceremony came the drinks 
reception. This was held in Manchester town 
hall, which is quite an awesome building. 
There was much taking of photos here. It 
was quite emotional, as you can imagine. 
 

So, that's it. My undergraduate life has 
ended. It has been wonderful - without a 
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“Celebrations” 
This page is dedicated to acknowledging all your ac hievements:  

doubt, the best thing I ever did. Yesterday, 
break downs aside, was a great day at the end 
of a great three years.” 
 

Guy Baber 
Well done to Guy who sat his 
Double Science GCSE in 
June along with his peers in 
his mainstream school and 
achieved BB, the equivalent 
of 2 separate GCSE passes 
at B.  
 

It took Guy 2 days to do each of the 2 papers 
and special permission had to be given by the 
Examination Boards to allow this to happen 
(which they did once they had overcome their 
concerns that Guy might have an advantage 
over other candidates!).  
 

This was the first 2 of his planned 5 GCSEs. 
Maths, English Language and English 
Literature will be taken during this school year, 
with Guy revising for these while he is studying 
Geography at AS level.  

 

MMU Gospel Choir 
 

This year, we received a donation of money raised 
from a concert  by the Manchester Metropolitan 
University Gospel Choir. 
 

The organiser, Charlotte Jones says she chose to 
support 1Voice as she was PA to Matthew 
Goodsell (Role Model). She said, “I believe 1Voice 
to be a very valuable organisation and believe it 
produces fantastic results especially with the 
younger generation who need constant support 
and reassurance of themselves. 
 

I am proud that the concert raised a bit of money 
for something very important to my good friend 
Matt and now to me.” 
 

Matt tells us that, “the concert took place in the 
contemporary arts theatre in Alsager, with both 
traditional and non-traditional songs, including 
some Bob Marley and Bedouin Soundclash. 
...about 100 people attended and it was seriously 
good fun.” 
 

Our thanks to Charlotte and the Choir for their 
support. 

Please let us know any successes, achievements or 
good news so we can celebrate with you. Send your 
stories info@1voice.info or write to us by snail mail. 



“Listen to Me” 
 

1Voice Teenager’s Project, 
AGM, dinner-disco and 
Family Network Day for 2007 
were held 13-15 July at 
Hayes Conference Centre, 
Derby—by Terry Gibson  

During the weekend twelve 
teenage AAC users made a 
DVD ‘Listen to Me’ with 
professional film producers, 
Silverfish, musician Andy, 
drama leader and animator 
Laura, AAC Role Model Katie, 
and research consultants 
Pippa and Mary, with help from 
the 1 Voice team of volunteers, 
role models and family 
members.  
 

The DVD, all about life with a 
communication aid, has 
three parts - a music track 
composed by the teenagers, 
a documentary about their 

communicating with AAC, and 
a PR section promoting the 1 
Voice group.  
 

The project was funded with 
prize money that 1 Voice 
received as winners of the 
Guardian Charity Awards 
2006 and funding from Awards 

for All. Our 
sincere thanks 
to both. 
 

The teenagers 
were involved 
at every stage 
of preparation 
and 
production - 
scripting, song 
lyrics, music 
composition, 
shooting and 
editing. 
 

Their work started months 
before the weekend, 
programming their 
communication aids with 
introductions, interests, 

achievements, likes and 
dislikes, their experiences of 
being listened to, how they 
would like to be listened to, 
their top 5 tips, the most 
important messages they 
would like to get across on 
DVD, and their ideas of what 
the DVD might look and sound 
like, in preparation for being 
interviewed by Pippa, Mary 

and Laura, who travelled up 
and down the country 
gathering their ideas and 
liasing with the film crew. 
 

The teenagers were also 
asked to provide in advance 
any object, photograph or 
drawing that they felt 
represented them, and any 
other pictures they wanted 
to use or have seen on screen, 
and to share any ideas they 

had for 
animation 
scenes, special 
effects.  
 

The researchers 
helped the film 
crew to really 
get to 
know the kids 
before they 
even met, they 
went out of their 
way to make 
each teenager’s 

welcome reception personal 
and special to them, and they 
supported the kids throughout 
the weekend.  
 

Friday evening was get to 
know you time when the 
teenagers met the film crew 
and did their introductions on 
camera, while parents 
discussed the weekend 
timetable in the bar.  

1V
oi

ce
 -

 C
om

m
un

ic
at

in
g 

T
og

et
he

r,
 Is

su
e 

16
 A

ut
um

n 
 2

00
7,

 P
ag

e 
4 



Saturday the teenagers 
worked with the film crew 
all day while the parents 
shared  e experiences and 
skills at the parent 
workshops, 
walked around the lake, 
or sat chatting in the 
sunshine welcoming 
more families who were 
arriving for the Saturday 
evening and Sunday 
sessions. 
 
The AGM followed a 
sumptuous dinner, and 
then there was the disco, 
where everyone was 
thrilled to watch 
movie clips from the 
day’s shoot and dance to 
the 
first mix of the teenagers’ 
music track ‘Listen to 
Me’. 
 

Sunday we had boccia, a 

dance workshop 
led by Alan 
Martin, Role 
Model speeches, 
lunch, a circus 
skills workshop, 
art and crafts, hair 
braiding, tattoos 
and face painting; 
and time for 
families to mingle 
with 
each other and 
with the role 

models and volunteers. 
 

The weekend was a 
resounding success due to 
excellent planning, 
coordination and hard work 

by all, as well as the 
reasons we always get so 
much out of being together 
with other communication 
aid users and their families 
– sheer inspiration, cutting 

through 
isolation, 
sharing 
information, 
ideas and 
experiences, 
removing 
barriers, and 
having fun. 
 

A truly 
amazing time.  
 

Everyone 
who made 

this weekend such a great 
success deserves a great 
big thank you, especially 
our team of researchers 

(Pippa, Mary and Laura), 
silverfish (the film crew), 
Andy (our musician), all the 
fab volunteers, the families, 
our ace committee and of 
course the teenagers 

themselves!!!! 
 

For more info on 1 
Voice events just e-
mail us at 
info@1voice.info.  
 

UPDATE! 
The DVD is now ready 
for those who would 
like a copy. We are 
asking for a small 
donation to 1Voice. 
Mail us to receive your 
copy. 
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STUART WILSON 
SCHOOL PROJECT 
- Rachel Gartside 

 

I was working at Wilson Stuart 
School on a project funded by 
Creative Partnerships to raise 
the profile and competency of 
children in the school who use 
communication aids, and to 
find ways to maximise 
communication by using the 
machines as creatively as 
possible.  
 

The young people involved were 
aged between 10 and 19, all 
pupils at Wilson 
Stuart School and Sports College 
in Birmingham. 

The Cast: 
Reice : Prince Escalus, the law 
maker of Verona 
Jade : Juliet 
Seraj : Romeo 
Imani : Juliet's mother Muninder : 
Juliet's father 
Jason : Juliet's brother 
Tariq : Romeo's best friend 
Sam : Juliet's arranged fiancé 
Mohammed : Narrator 
 

Between them, they use: DM 
3100, Liberator, Lightwriter, 
Pathfinder, Powerbox, Say-It! 
Sam, Vanguard & Vantage. 
 

There was a performance of the 
work we created, and the 
project has been a great 
success. Cae Hayes, teaching 
and learning co-ordinator in 
school, and Mo Cox, a specialist 
teacher whose remit is to work 
with all the children in school 
who use communication aids in 

group or one to one 
settings alongside the 
speech therapy team, 
conceived the idea. 
They wanted to provide 
an opportunity for the 
children to work with 
professional artists, 
Juliet Fry (Drama in 
Education specialist 
from The 
Play House, 
Birmingham) Rachel 
Gartside (Learning Associate 
Practitioner 
with the Royal Shakespeare 
Company) and Jon Nicholls 
(Freelance Composer 
and musician.) The aims of the 
project were: 
 

* Improve pupils 
confidence in using 
AAC creatively. 
* Develop the use 
of drama in the 
communication 
groups, and equip 
staff with 
long term skills in 
using drama to 
promote effective 
communication. 
* Raise awareness 
of the capabilities 

of the AAC, and celebrate the 
communication achievements 
of the young people who use 
them, by putting on a public 
performance.  
 
Artists planned and team taught 
with the teaching team in school 
over several weeks. Initially, we 
used all sorts of drama activities 
to explore 
our feelings and ideas, and wrote 
a script which was 
inspired by and loosely 
based on 
Shakespeare's Romeo 
and Juliet. We also 
captured the voices of 
the 
young actors and 
images of them at work 
in rehearsal, and 
produced a 
soundscape together 
which told the story in 

music and sound. Then, we 
rehearsed a live performance, 
with the actors using their bodies 
and faces their AACs and 
Makaton to tell the story. The 
performance was all of these 
elements put together, and was 
very powerful. The actors 
expressed deep feelings about 
the conflict in the story and about 
the relationships. The 
performance we created together 
from all these elements was 
called, "Come outside, now! ", 
and every word spoken was 
created by the young people 
involved, working together. 
 
The performers worked really 
hard. In the morning they did a 
show for their peers in school, 
and in the afternoon, they 
performed for parents, 
stakeholders in the school and 
arts education specialists from all 
over Birmingham. The school 
made a video of the 
performance, and there are 
many photographs available from 
the school with the young people 
at work. There 
is also a full digital soundtrack 
and imagescape available. 
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Executive Committee 2007-2008  
 

At our AGM on 14th July, our committee became the largest it has ever been!  Liz Moulam, Steve 
Popple and Matt Goodsell stood down and we would like to thank them for their contributions over their 
time with us. A special thank you to Liz who has moved the Business Plan into its final stages - a 
mammoth task (with full woolly coat and tusks). 
 

Welcome to our new members; our committee now consists of: 
 

Katie Clarke (Chair) - Parent 
Tamsin Crothers (Secretary) - Speech and Language Therapist 

Adrian Moulam (Treasurer) - Family member 
Ann Morris (Fundraiser) - Grandparent 

Kate McCallum - Sibling and AAC Technician 
Toby Hewson - Role Model 

Kate Caryer (Role Model Co-ordinator) - Role Model 
Alli Gaskin (Volunteer Co-ordinator) - Speech and Language Therapist 

 
Co-opted members: 

Terry Gibson - Parent - special interests; all things computer/video 
Lalitha Iyer - Parent and health professional 

Morag Correa - Speech and Language Therapist 

No hassle! 
Our newsletter and information is distributed to members, supporters and anyone with an 
interest in AAC. If you would like to be removed from our mailing list, please return this 
completed slip to 1Voice: 
Please remove me/us from the 1Voice mailing list. 
Name                                                  Address 

Accessible Website  
 

Our website is currently being designed and we are committed to making it accessible to all users. 
 

YOU CAN HELP! 
 

If you have any accessibility need when browsing the internet, please let us know so that the “code 
person” working on the site can code accordingly. Email info@1voice.info with details. Thank you! 

AAC ISSUES - Katie Clarke  
 

Back in December 2006 Katie Clarke and Joe Lenartowicz wrote to Ivan Lewis to ask for a meeting to 
discuss some of the issues around funding for communication aids, and on-going support and training 
needs. They were delighted to receive an invitation to the Houses of Parliament for a personal meeting 
with Ivan (now on first name terms!) set for 19th June. Katie Caryer agreed to join Joe and Katie for 
their 45 minute meeting.  
 

The meeting was in Ivan Lewis's rather grand office and the three of them were made to feel not only 
most welcomed but also listened to. In fact, although Ivan's Personal Assistants reminded him that he 
had another meeting to go to Joe, Katie and Katie stayed chatting to Ivan for an extra half hour.  
Through the grape vine we have heard that this personal meeting has moved things on and that Ivan 
Lewis has taken on board some of the complexities of the needs of children, young people and adults 
who use AAC. 1Voice has recently attended the newly formed Communication Consortium together 
with Ace Oldham, Communication Matters, AFASIC and ICAN. 1Voice has also been asked to sit on a 
newly formed government advisory group on AAC. At last we feel that things are moving and that are 
issues are at last being heard. Now we just need some action!!!  
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JUST DIFFERENT 
 

Toby Hewson, 1Voice 
Trustee and Role Model, 
has started his own 
business, 
JUSTDIFFERENT. 
 
Conceived in 2006 
JUSTDIFFERENT was 
formed by Toby (who has 
cerebral palsy) to make a 
positive difference to the 
lives of both disabled and 
non disabled people.  
 
With a passionate interest in 
the education system, Toby 
decided to use his years of 
voluntary experience as a 
springboard for creating an 
organisation educating 
children and young people 
about disability and 
difference. 
 
Toby and his team visit 
schools and provide 
interactive, experiential, 
informative and fun 
workshops.  
 
The goal of the workshops is 
to raise the awareness  of 
children and young people. 
Using a host of group 

facilitation techniques, 
children are shown that 
disabled people can do most 
of the things that non-
disabled people can do, they 
just  do them differently . 
 
The workshops are 
specifically designed to 
contribute to the social and 
emotional education  of 
children and young people in 
schools and youth provision. 
 
When visiting primary and 
secondary schools, Toby 
observes that children and 
young people respond to his 
physical difference with 
imagination and curiosity . 

They view his wheelchair 
and communicator with 
fascination, learning that 
they are simply tools to 
assist him with his active life. 
 
Change is possible 
 
JUSTDIFFERENT 
believe that real 
change is possible  
in the way that 
people view those 
with disabilities. Free 
from the 
preconceived ideas 
that many adults 
hold, children 
engage with Toby 

with open-minded 
enthusiasm. 
 
Toby uses multimedia, 
discussion and games to 
demonstrate that, though he 
has a disability, he can do 
almost anything other young 
people can do. 
 
Today’s children and young 
people are tomorrow’s 
employers, policy makers 
and educators . To impress 
upon them that disabled 
people can achieve, 
participate and lead just like 
them,  is the ultimate goal of 
JUSTDIFFERENT. 
 

If you would like to find out 
more about 
JUSTDIFFERENT, visit 
Toby’s website  
www.justdifferent.org 

JUSTDIFFERENT: The Team 


